
 
 

The Balance Sheet����
Cheshire Land Trust      cheshirelandtrust.org       Vol. 35, No. 1   - March 2007 

Preserving Land as a Living Resource Since 1969 

38th Annual Meeting 
 
The thirty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Cheshire 
Land Trust will be held Tuesday, March 20th at the 
Cheshire Senior Center.  Join us for a buffet 
dinner at 6:00 PM followed the business meeting 
and the election of 2007 governing board.  This year 
we are featuring a program by Nina Harkrader, 
historic buildings consultant. Her discussion will 
detail her efforts to get the Lyman Bradley house at 
Ives Farm listed on the Connecticut Register of 
Historic Places (see Ives Farm – Lyman Bradley 
House - page 2).    
 
CLT will supply the main buffet courses of meat, 
chicken & vegetarian entrees and beverages thanks 
to Janice and husband/chef Richard Yusza. CLT 
Directors will provide desserts. Please let us know if 
you will be attending so we can be sure to have 
enough food on hand. Please contact Janice Yusza 
272-9491 PKD405@aol.com or Tim Slocum, 272-
3529.  
 

Giddings Farm Preservation 
By Tim Slocum  
 
Cheshire Land Trust members will recall the 
generous spirit of the Giddings family when in 2003 
they placed a conservation restriction on eight acres 
of their 19-acre farm on Boulder Rd. This past 
November the Giddings deed restricted another 
eight acres of their property thus assuring its 
protection from any future development.  
 
The eight acre parcel features rugged wooded 
terrain and gently rolling farm fields. The eastern 
side of this property is defined by a deep basalt 
gorge carved out over the ages by a spring fed 
stream that flows south to the Mill River.  
 

 
The gorge delineates the Wallingford / Cheshire 
town line. (For a view of the farm and ravine visit 
our website.)  
 
Their property was one of the last pieces of open 
land that could be developed in the town’s eastside 
greenbelt that includes the 150 acre town owned 
Lassen, Blauvelt and Jackman farms along with the 
185 acre DeDominicis forest property.   
 
The Giddings generous gift reflects their deep 
commitment to farming preservation in Cheshire 
and further supports CLT’s strategic goals of 
preserving Cheshire farms.  
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Guest Speaker - Nina Harkrader 
  
Historic Buildings Consultant, Nina Harkrader will 
be CLT’s guest speaker at the Annual Meeting 
March 20th.  She was enlisted by CLT this past fall 
to assist us in the process of getting the Bradley/ 
Ives house listed on the Connecticut Register of 
Historic Places. The trust obtained a grant to fund 
her research. If so designated, CLT can obtain grants 
that will further the preservation of the house and 
barns. Her research will be very interesting for our 
guests. Hear for yourself and you will be rewarded 
with many unusual details about the Bradley/Ives 
house.  
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She provides a variety of historic preservation services to 
identify, analyze and register historic buildings, such as National 
and State Register nominations, Historic Buildings Inventories 
and Surveys, Condition Assessments, and documentary and field 
research.  

Reporting jointly to CT Trust for Historic Preservation and 
National Trust for Historic Preservation, she has provided 
strategic guidance in the field on preservation issues to 
communities throughout the state to ensure ‘best practices’ in 
historic preservation.  She provides historical and technical 
assistance by conducting investigative visits to endangered 
buildings, site research and analyses. She works with local 
groups to protect historic resources supporting statewide 
preservation goals through liaison with the Connecticut 
Historical Commission, and local historic district and landmark 
commissions. Nina is a resident of Guilford, CT. 

 

 
Lyman Bradley/Ives House  
By Jeanné Chesanow 
 
When Betty Ives in her infinite wisdom bequeathed 
her farm to CLT the gift included the house and 
barns replete with historic significance to Cheshire.  
 
The 18th century farmhouse with later Greek Revival 
and Victorian details stands in its original location. 
It has had a number of additions over the years. The 
wooden clapboards are now covered with aluminum 
siding. The two chimney house sits on a foundation 
of brownstone and features the original brownstone 
front step.  The farmhouse is in fair condition and 

the barns are in poor condition.  The Trust will be 
seeking grants to make necessary improvements 
while preserving the historic profile of the 
structures.  

 
Lyman Bradley / Ives Homestead 

 
Built in 1730, the Lyman Bradley/Ives House is 
among the oldest on Cheshire Street and the only 
house still set on its original acreage.  The five-bay, 
center door facade has a double door with a fanlight 
above (partially obscured by the existing porch). 
The gables of the main house have Greek Revival 
pediments.  Fixed rectangular 8-paned windows, one 
in each gable, are typical of similar windows from 
the 1800s.  A long ell of additions extends west 
from the main house and contains a summer kitchen 
with a large hearth still in place and two other 
rooms, the one on the end being open-sided.  
 
There are five barns, one metal-roofed shed, and one 
small farm stand on the property. The iconic 
windmill is the last remaining farm windmill in 
Cheshire.   
 
The families who have owned this farm —Bradley 
and Ives -- are both illustrious names in the history 
of Cheshire.  There are three Bradley houses on 
Cheshire Street, each owned by a Bradley brother, 
all of whom did well as tinsmiths.  Their business 
was run out of small buildings here and there on the 
street, one location being just south of the present 
Ives Farm.  In the 1800s, Lyman Bradley sold this 
house to Edward Ives, a descendant of the well-
known Ives family whose common ancestor was in 
the group which founded New Haven.  Descendants 
of that first John Ives later settled Wallingford and 
then were among the first to settle in Cheshire. 
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Trail Blazers Tackle Brooke 
Preserve 
By Tim Slocum 
 
Under the direction of CLT directors Rick Marinaro 
and Bob Davis Eagle Scout candidates, Jason 
Marinaro and Mike Saraceno have completed a 
comprehensive trail system at Brooke Preserve. 
Each of the young men led scouts from Troop 92 
throughout the many months of trail planning and 
construction.  
 
Thanks to their hard work CLT will be opening the 
Brooke Memorial Preserve for hiking sometime this 
spring. The blue-blazed trail can be utilized now but 
the parking area off Sperry Road is incomplete. 
Eagle Scout candidate Jake Siciliano is waiting for 
the spring thaw before clearing brush and small 
trees for the off street parking area. Installation of a 
parking lot on Sperry Road will be sufficient to hold 
4-5 cars and a sign.  
 
The trail is approx. 1-1/2 miles and traverses a 
variety of terrain including a winding brook in a 
small but very pretty gorge.  The loop trail can be 
walked in either direction to return to the original 
starting point.  There is a high point on the south 
loop on the gas pipeline that offers a view of Mount 
Sanford and Prospect Ridge. 
 
Troop 92 will be the property stewards for the 
foreseeable future. This partnership will ensure the 
trails stay open and provide for a host of future 
projects for the boys.  
 

CLT members share good times at the August 2006 Picnic 

����� � ��	� � �
��� �
 
The Ives Farm has certainly brought a new 
dimension of activity to the Land Trust in dealing 
with a historic house and operating farm. The 
governing board has established an oversight and 
reporting entity to streamline the workload.  Under 
the direction of the Farm Committee we are making 
progress with the house and farm. Tim Casey and 
his family have made significant improvements to 
the house and they are now living there. We had to 
replace the existing well and Sima Well Drilling  
provided excellent service and materials at a very 
reasonable rate.  
 

As we hoped, Tim Casey will be 
managing the farm this spring and 
we are optimistic that the weather 
will be kinder affording him a 
more productive year.  
 
We are stewards of this land and 
we will take this responsibility 
very seriously. We are in the early 
stages of developing a 
management plan for the farm and 
buildings. Yale School of Forestry 
Master’s Candidate Mark 
Kasinskas has done mapping of 
the property. His research 
indicates that 47 acres are tillable 
fields, 93 acres are forested and 
the remaining 24 acres are situated 
variously along the Quinnipiac 

River and other watercourses, a power line ROW 
and property containing the house and several farm 
structures. 
 
In October CLT sent out a letter to our Ives Farm 
neighbors. We received a very good response which 
included promises for volunteer services and several 
new memberships. We will continue to apprise the 
community of the progress we make with Ives Farm 
in our newsletter and website. 
 
The Ives Farm Committee 
Jeanné Chesanow, Larry Pivirotto, David Schrumm,  
Tim Slocum & Kevin Wetmore, Chairman  
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 The second of two new Connecticut Walk Books has just 
been published by The Connecticut Forest and Park 
Association.  A committee was formed and it was decided 
to print a two volume set - East and West.  The dividing 
line is roughly the Connecticut River and the Mattabesett-
Metacomet Trail which begins on the Connecticut River 
and heads west to Meriden.   
 
The entire Blue Trail hiking system was first published in 
one book since until recently there was only about 400 
miles of trails.  However, the trails have been greatly 
expanded by dedicated volunteers to over 700 miles! 
  
Copies of these books may be obtained directly from 
CFPA online at www.ctwoodlands.org or call (860) 346-
2372.  Prices are $19.95 each for members, $24.95 each 
for non-members. 
 
Having served on this walk book committee for the past 4 
years, I strongly recommend these excellent trail guides. 
  
Bob Davis - Cheshire Land Trust and CFPA Trails 
Committee member 
 

 
It is a good time to be a CLT member. Your Land 
Trust is growing. Grow with us and help us grow. 
Come to our annual meeting. Come to our monthly 
meetings. Join us on walks. Help us with our 
stewardship. Gets some fresh air and feel good 
about yourself because you are doing something that 
matters now and for so many in the years to come. 
 

� 
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It’s time to renew your membership. The membership year 
is from 4/1/07 to 3/31/08. Your Donations are tax 
deductible. The Cheshire Land Trust actively manages 25 
properties and 4 conservation easements totaling 525 
acres. Membership dues and contributions provide for 
management of these properties. 
  
 

In Memory 
 

This past year several land trust members and 
donors passed away. We gratefully acknowledge 
their service and contribution to land preservation. 
Betty Ives - Betty Lewis – Dick Copleston 

 

BOARD MEMBERS STEP DOWN 
The Land Trust says farewell and thank you to 
Diane Calabro, Ed Kania and Bob Davis. Each 
has served our membership ably by enhancing 
standards and practices, website design, stewardship 
and community outreach. We will be depending on 
each of these fine people for future projects. 
 

Election of Officers & Directors 
The slate of officers and directors will be placed in 
nomination at the annual meeting of the Cheshire Land 
Trust March 20th .  Four officers and three directors are up 
for election. Officers serve one-year terms and Directors 
serve three-year terms.  Nominees are listed in bold type. 

OFFICERS &  DIRECTORS 
 
President   Kevin Wetmore  
Vice President   Eleanor DeVane 
Treasurer   David Schrumm 
Secretary   Janice Yusza 
 
Tim Slocum   2007-2010 
Andrew Knott    2007-2010 
Position open   2007-2010 
 
Sam Waldo   2006-2009 
Andrew Moskowitz  2006-2009 
Larry Pivirotto   2006-2009 
 
Position open *   2005-2008 
Richard Marinaro   2005-2008 
Jeanné Chesanow **  2005-2008 
   
*to fill unexpired term of Kevin Wetmore 
** to fill unexpired term of Diane Calabro 
 

Calendar of Events & Happenings 
 
March 20th  -  Tuesday, 6:00 – 8:30 PM Annual- 
Membership Meeting & Program.  Senior Center 
 
March 31st  -   Saturday 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
24th  Annual Conference of Connecticut Land Trusts - 
Northeast Utilities, Berlin, CT 
 
June 2nd  - Trails Day Hike  Saturday 8:30 AM 
Rick Marinaro will lead a hike through Brooke Preserve. 
Hike begins at parking area off Sperry Rd. Carpooling 
encouraged due to limited availability of parking spaces. 
 
Visit the Calendar section at www.cheshirelandtrust.org 
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New Rules & Tax Changes to 
Benefit Conservation 
By Tim Slocum 
   
The Land Trust is the steward for McKee-Lewis and 
Giddings farms. Both agricultural properties are 
protected by conservation restrictions. They have 
deed restrictions that were designed to prevent 
development and encourage farming in perpetuity. 
The reduction in property value brought about by 
their deed restricted status is offset in the donor’s 
taxable income over a five year period. 
 
Recent changes enacted by Congress in 2006 offer 
greater benefits to the donor and extend the benefit 
over a 15 year period. Congress made this change to 
enhance conservation giving and to reign in abuse 
that has occurred across the country with 
questionable appraisals that overstated property 
values resulting in tax fraud.  
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHANGES   
 
The current accepted deduction is no more than 30% 
of the annual adjusted gross income and must be 
used in a five year period.  
 
For the years 2006 and 2007 the annual deduction 
limit has been changed to 50% and can be used over 
a 15 year period. It is hoped that the new limits may 
be extended permanently.  
 
There are more deductions permitted of 100% of 
adjusted gross income for a qualified farmer that 
will be making land available for farming.  
 
Reporting and appraisal standards have been 
strengthened to reduce inflated reports. The 
appraiser must be properly educated and 
experienced in this type of work. Appraisers will 
now pay substantial penalties if the IRS proves 
fraud.   
 
WHAT HASN ’T CHANGED  
 
The primary requirement is that the receiving party 
must be qualified. A land trust, town or state agency 
must meet the standards of the IRS to hold, maintain 
and legally enforce conservation easements. 

 
The interest must me qualified, i.e., the subject 
property is used for farming or passive recreational 
and conservational purposes; the donation is made 
in perpetuity; and it is not necessary that the land be 
restricted to public use. 
 
The Cheshire Land Trust is a qualified organization 
for this plan of giving. If you want to consider this 
option discuss it with a qualified tax advisor. Our 
recent donors have expressed their openness to 
answer your questions as well. 
 
 

FACT:  As of 2006 the state had 4,191 farms on 357,154 
acres – 11.5% of total state land. Farming in Connecticut 
is healthy yet the state is losing rural and farmland to 
development at an estimated annual rate of 8,000 acres.  
 
FACT:  Connecticut farms are some of New England’s 
most productive and profitable but rising land values and 
the simple fact that farming is very hard work are often 
compelling factors for landowners to sell off farmland.  
 
FACT: �The Cheshire Land Trust has 525 acres under its 
stewardship. The acreage consists of 25 properties (452 
acres) and 4 private properties protected by conservation 
easements (73 acres).  
 
FACT: The trust has 245 acres of productive farmland. 
Crops harvested include feed hay and corn, sweet corn, 
strawberries, pumpkins and other vegetables. 
 
FACT:  Total acreage of all public and private land in the 
town of Cheshire exceeds 21,000 acres. While significant, 
the CLT’s 525 acres represents only 2.46% of the total 
land area. 
 

 
TO OUR READERS 
The Balance Sheet is published by the Cheshire Land 
Trust, a non-profit organization committed to the 
preservation of Cheshire’s open spaces, farms and 
wetlands. The Balance Sheet is edited by Tim Slocum.  
Email comments and suggestions to tslocum@snet.net.  
 
For up to date news and information about the Land Trust 
visit our website, ���������������� �!� �"�#� �
 
Note:  The CLT Governing Board meets monthly, usually 
the 3rd Thursday, 7:00 PM at Elim Park Conference 
Room.  If you would like to attend, contact Kevin 
Wetmore at 272-3766. 
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