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Membership Appreciation
Day at lves Farm

The Land Trust invites members and friends to th

first annualMembership Appreciation Day at Ives
Farm SundayDctober 14".
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Ives Farm has hosted popular fall harvest evenis
featuring hay rides and family fun for many yeans o
weekends throughout October. This year the
Casey's will introduce a corn maze which is
expected to draw thousands to the farm. The design
was carefully planned and planted in the July. As
the fall unfolds a challenging barnyard animal tkem
is emerging within the walls of the Ives Farm corn
maze.
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Since acquiring the farm many members have asked
to visit the farm. This special invitation giveswo

the opportunity to go on a guided walk and tour o
the farm, explore the Quinnipiac River corridor and

investigate the eastside upland forested acreage.

Rain date:10/21 For more information, call- Kevin
Wetmore 272-3766 or Tim Slocum 272-3529.

IVES FARM REPORT

By Tim Slocum

It has been a little more than year since Bett
lves passed away leaving her farming legacy i
the hands of the Cheshire Land Trust. In thi
short time we have made a lot of progres
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organizing a working farm. Most notably we
have signed a multi year management contract
with Tim Casey.

Under the direction of the Farm Subcommittee
CLT has begun to plan for needed infrastructure
improvements to the farm. Working closely
with Tim Casey we are planning for a new barn
and making necessary repairs to the existing
nineteenth century hay barn. Many of the
smaller outbuildings that define tHarmscape
have fallen into disrepair which will necessitate
their replacement. The iconic windmill will have
to be carefully reconstituted in time even though
it no longer serves as a working well. The
highest priority will be given to maintaining the
scenic farm vista along Cheshire Street.

Experience the Corn Maze Craze at Ives Farm



IVES FARM REPORT

Continued from page 1

To fund this work we will be working closely
with the Connecticut Agriculture Department to
obtain funding. We will also contribute funds
from our investment reserves and see
additional sources through fundraising ang
outreach to the community.

This fall graduate students from the Yalg
University School of Forestry will be
developing a long term farm management pla
for the Ives — Pelz farm. Mark Kasinskas ha
surveyed and mapped the property. Theg
comprehensive projects will help us bette
understand the challenges and meet th
expectations of the community as we farm intg
the future.

. Corn Maze at Ives Farm

g An amazing corn maze is emerging from oive
i four acres of strategically planted corn at Ive
i Farm. The aerial photo seen on page 1 was tfak
- in August 18 when the corn was about 5 feet
. high. By early October the corn will tower eight
§ to ten feet and create two trails totaling nearl;y
| miles. Experience the MAZE CRAZE this
i October. For more information visit lves Farm
i or callTim or Dyan Casey at 272-5847 :

Ives Farm Winter — Watercolor by Carla Koch
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Trust Seeks Part-time
Administrative Support

By Kevin Wetmore, President

The trust has experienced significant growth over
the years. The recent acquisition of lves Farm has
added a new dimension with significant obligations.
To date we have relied for the most part on
volunteer support to meet our needs. To fulfill a
strategic direction for continued growth, to expand
our capability to grow and to support existing
operations there is a need for specific project
support that can not be met with existing resources

In February a subcommittee was formed under the
direction of Sam Waldo to determine whether a part-
time director was feasible. Assisted by Andrew
Moskowitz and Janice Yusza the committee
investigated what other area trusts have done @nd s
about establishing a set of criteria and goals for
discussion with the governing board.

Based on their analysis, support in the form of an
outside consultant, was recommended to assist the
board of directors in its efforts to enhance its
membership and membership data base, raise funds
and grant writing, increase acquisitions, enhance
volunteer recruitment and develop education
programs. The candidate must be a self starter and
work independently. It was also critical the
candidate must have proven organizational and
follow-up skills, a positive attitude and the atyilio
communicate with a wide variety of people.

The board adopted the plan in May and has begun a
search. We are looking for prior experience in
working with land trusts, environmental activities,
land utilization, forestry management, grant
development, wildlife habitat development,
educational or non-profit experience. Any software
development needs will be requested in Microsoft
office format to be consistent with programs usgd b
our board and committees. The contractor and or
their employees should have good interpersonal and
communication skills.

We encourage our membership to consider this
opportunity or to offer suggestions or leads fotas
pursue Please contact Kevin Wetmore - 272-3766
or by email; kiw@snet.net.



CLT PRESERVENEWS

By Tim Slocum

Brooke Memorial Preserve

Well marked walking trails were finished in the
spring and a parking lot was laid out to
accommodate up to four vehicles. Work on a sign is
underway. Scouts from Troop 92 and board member
Rick Marinaro led a walk through the preserve for
the statewide Trails Day event sponsored b
Connecticut Forest and Parks Association. Th
Carpenter and Blackburn family joined them for thg
day and provided interesting reminiscences of the|r
days growing up on the property. The public ig
encouraged to use the trails and discover thisiapec
slice of Cheshire’s protected open space.
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Fresh Meadows Preserve

Fresh Meadows is at its very best in the fall. Com
and enjoy! A network of easy to navigate levellsrai
makes for an easy and pleasurable afternoon wallk
with friends. This September students from Cheshirg
Academy under the direction of Charlie Mitchell,
Academy instructor and CLT governing board
member, will be renovating the trails as a service
project.
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PROPERTYMONITORSNEEDED

The Land Trust protects 525 acres of land ir
Cheshire comprised of 25 pieces of property and
conservation restrictions. These properties require
different levels of stewardship. We are seeking
member volunteers to assist in this important work.
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Land monitors must periodically walk the property
and annually report on the condition of the propert
Their report consists of filing a form with the s$tu
that outlines its condition and reports any proldem
or changes. This is part of an ongoing record w
must maintain on each of our preserves.
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If you are interested please visit our website
www.cheshirelandtrust.org and view our property
list. If you live near one or more of these propeet
you may be an ideal candida@ontact us from the
website or call Larry Pivirotto 271-3093.

DONATIONS & BEQUESTS

In August CLT received $32,000 from the estate of
Dick Copleston Dick was a generous and
thoughtful gentleman who faithfully participated in
nature walks sponsored by the trust. He was an avid
bird watcher and all-round decent person. He served
on the governing board in the early 1990’s.

Over the past 38 years the trust has grown from a
treasury consisting of a few hundred dollars to an
excess of $600,000. Our monies have been
responsibly and conservatively invested and we
have benefited from the positive economic climate
of the past few years. But to a significant extest
owe much thanks to donors that have bequeathed
planned sums of money. The first significant gift
came from the estate Afice Jupp in 1978. Her gift
added $10,000 to a treasury of only several hundred
dollars. Over the years there have been many others

The Estate oMinnie andArchie Krampitz totaled
$165,000. Betty Ives left $100,000 to generate
investment income for Ives FarRay Beard and
Lillian Andrews each bequeathed $5,000. There
have been other bequests and memorials too that
have helped further the good work of the land trust

We are indebted to all members who have left a
legacy that will help preserve land in Cheshire for
generations to come.

Calendar of Events & Happenings

September § Saturday 10 AM — 5PM

Chamber of Commerce Festival at Bartlem Park

Look for the Land Trust booth. We will be signing new
members and offering information on the Trust, what
we’re doing and how you can help.

September 15 & 16 Saturday- Sunday 10 AM — 5PM
The 12% Annual Cheshire Grange Community Fair
featuring agricultural & home making exhibits, live
animals, famous Roast Beef Dinner and auction.



Calendar of Events

October 14"  Saturday 10 AM — 5PM

Rain Date — Oct. 21

Membership Appreciation at lves Farm

Look for the Land Trust tent. We will be offeringiged
tours of the farm. Take part in all the family fumay rides
and attempt the challenging corn maze.

Note: The CLT Governing Board meets monthly, usually|
the 3° Thursday, at Elim Park Conference Room.
Meetings are at 7:00 PM. If you would like to atle
contact Kevin Wetmore at 272-3766
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Geocaching at Brooke Preserve

By David Johnson

Have you ever heard of Geocaching?

Probably not, but basically it is a very exciting
outdoor, high tech, treasure hunt. The whole ideg
behind geocaching is that small containers from
35mm film can to a 2 gallon jug are hidden in pabli
access places. Most are in the woods someplac
Once a cache is hidden, its GPS co-ordinates afe
then published on geocaching.com, the mother ship
of geocaching. Once it is published, the Geocaghin
public will see the listing and seek it out. Tlgs
how we can get many people to discover Brook
Preserve and other CLT properties.
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There are many geocaches in town parks today that
have been placed by others (with permission df
course). You will find them in Cheshire Park,
Roaring Brook, Mixville, Brooksvale Park and the
Mount Sanford area. | myself have found many of
these in the area but not all. Wallingford Landskr
allows geocaches on their property and | have hgd
the opportunity to find these and discovered some
open spaces that | did not know existed. There afe
approximately 400,000 geocaches world wide
People that are geocaching are typically outdog
loving people and families that enjoy and protect
our environment.

=

| stopped at Brooke Preserve in April and thought
that the scouts had done an excellent job with the
trails there. Kudos to those who have worked o
them. This is a very nice open space for everyone
enjoy. While | was there, | used my portable GP$
unit to trace the trail.
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CLT gave me permission to set up a series of caches
in Brooke Preserve and Fresh Meadows. At Brooke
Preserve the first two are fairly small and thedhs
larger. To find the third cache, you must firsidi

the other two to get the coordinates of the third.
This will help make people wander around the
property for a while. | will be investigating Fres
Meadows to see if there is a good place there as
well.

Links
www.geocaching.com

Geocache at Roaring Brook
http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspd?g
=03907b5a-a65e-4054-91c7-8dcd8d208cf5

CLT Brooke Series - See Deer Tree
http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspd?g
=8f46aebf-1ec8-43f1-8670-75aa20d9527¢e

CLT Brooke Series - Stumped, Oh Deer
http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspd?g
=a22707b1-7492-4531-8f96-5dabe77e056f

CLT Brooke Series - Oh Deer Bonus
http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspd?g
=589d4d58-2767-44c0-88dc-a3bcc8aa595f

To Our Readers

The Balance Sheetis published by the Cheshire Land
Trust, a non-profit organization committed to the
preservation of Cheshire’s open spaces, wetlands an
farms.

The Balance Sheeis edited by Tim Slocum.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP

DUES? A membership envelope is included for ydur
convenience. Many of you have already paid and nee| a
not asking you to pay twice so please pass thisichip
envelope along to a prospective member. Your donst
are tax deductible.




